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Hl‘ﬁhhﬁng o the fls1 ol 7 E
Copy. Bandiull Farm, the Sisse
home of Rosemary Alexandes
hag this effect in spades, Line of Polysi-
o palitaph o with Nairisses Tooe-
i-téfe PLANT® shiuts u line in my notebook.
Sarcococen hookerinne, NOT pofhon’
cooranands anceber, fllomead by sketebes with,
triple-undedined, ‘DO THIS' alongside.
brs Aleccander is L prinelpal amd fopnder
o the Engligh Gardening Sehool (EGS), ‘the
ool in e workd for amareaes’, s she
deseribes i, and whet [ ik Id had when
Tstarted’, She gres up in Seotlond, married
Bt B3 and wes in charge of 20 acres near
Lunblane by the age of 21, Her landscaper
thoaghtfully agreed not anly 10 redesige
Uhe: garden, bul alse by explain che process
alunp the way—it way & complete ediention,
auleled to by vigiing woorwhere with labsts”

61 knew immediately
[ could turn it into eight
interesting spaces 9

Bhe worked a5 & landscape architers in
Crlnsgorr before an [nchbald degipn course
brrteanduced Iwer to tutors Jobn Brookes aed
Anthooy do Gard Paskey, Doth becams LHfe-
long inflwences: du Gard Pasley was the s

to asipport her idea for a school that com-
bined design principles with practical skl
and plant knoewledge, ‘811 theee was at the
Hene,” sy Mrs Alexander, who was meerded
Lhe prestigions Yelteb Memaorinl Madsl in
2011, “wag basic: garlening advice of the
academic rigours of Eew or Wisley'

The inter natlonally rehowned BGS is now
27 yeara old, with shimnd that include
Rucnel da Thame, Jo Thompson snd Clave
Wesl, Courses are practical, hands-on, meti-
culously orgenised and execated with wn
owstanding lesel of hortbeulingl experfise
Thar iz Mrs Alexander’s style,

gandhill is cornpact, far smaller then her
Bresions b, Stoneacre, 3 10-aore bationd
Truwst garden ahe nuriured fior more than
adecade. The brick-and-flit farmbase zits
inoaue pere, niearly bisecting it into & front and
& back warden of halfan scre sact. s Alex
ander worked out the design ton grid chat
sbems from the hopse wnd breaks the ares
inka pecbions; 'T koew Irredialbely T eould tum
it Inco edghl. inleresting epaces. You enter
throwgh o tall beech hedge, Awide grovel axis
parh—the motorrmy —ema the full length
of the garden, with @ sunny terrace on the
howae pide and shady woodland set elightly
lemicr o the othey, Borvkering wammiry lane, =

Megimoliz Galaxy frames the view from
the woodland garden to the house
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The lsndscaping 1s (ewless, EmEploying
allow slep risurs, peneTmes aths snd Jevel
nomges nlocal sione, Theve 18 st oo inch
Swesled space; each ares wordes like a Trojn
mnsinmm effecd. A groan-and-wiite Tordee
treeta friends arelving for supper. Choud-
raned o, [rish o colomns and plenched
Sloengmag rlve stroelbura, softened writh
Sumpencipnes apeviabndis Alba, Fulipe
-r_g, Green and Manreen, Golanthas 5.
it, sibver-erlges] hstas and wih ke nrinal.
Ly ace followed by Cosmens Puclty, Fosn
opar's Burenese, Nioobone siploesins, white
suprnthng and Ateerecence: Tpnorine Jobert,
7 = snecsssion] plonting in & nofshall,
A e path aoikes southwrard ko the
roiiand gurden where oy Things to Copy
iiles come thicd ard fast. Mes Alesundar
el Lhe original lawen aned conifers, bul
e onendstng path spstem, ralsing thi: beds
¥ Phre: Bret uging peat blocks, topacd] and
wen to exaddorate the sense of space.
Witk the sandy, thin sl iviproved, S prek
e wenk in fivar Coridopeis plithresodns,
o Gialaxy, Dopben Blobiea Jacoue
& Poatillamd handsome Bobes dromesitor,

& Architectural vision
and plantsmanship
have created a garden
full of purpose 9

dernemath is 8 rios of woadlanders, hedle-

e, ARt ffbécarn sabap. fodicunn Mar-
soratum, Bevgenia Eric Smith, Bravners.
ek Frost, Aoste Halyeon and S and
“alstanee, pulmonarias inchading Bhee
Erslan and Bewles Red, plus 8 burgesning
ot ol ferns wich whileh Mrs Alexpnder

o [ :Lud..mﬁmm#ms
chweon Nerfainseordian siculum and
nn miaBegee; Podas tiohatn ssldfieanm

Sichwerrimnen Besda bas puiirenand proposthons.
L all has a fresh spontaneloyr that appeses
Tortbess—the stampery is so nataral that
2 noliees it —bak 18 founided on eare-
':':.'r.h.-r]_adng nedder. Frorr tree s placed in

G slptegic sightline, every path edged by
SR £ e, Seriirann ¥ wrbym
wowdon Pride or Liviops rawesgord. A eanli-
iy =haped Hex aqmedans Hascomben-
—moved lron Stoneacre— givas balance
temn Panl's Hinwlayan Musk, drifting
el e stiemg of so old Pevrey Kenzan,
Unm=unl plaits are dotted shooughens che
rders, including anowdrops and glita
from Great Dixter in East Sussex, home
L thne late Chrigtopher Lod, whevs Mes =

Claud-pruned bax, christened ‘poodie
talle' by Christopher Lioyd, with Tracha-
loapermitn fasminoldes on the walle
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Alewander is atrustes, The: vondlar glides
i & Jarge Jeaf buarder, a clustar of Finiepo
ot Bheum Bed Henld and Herpmolis
fvradiflor (rolinth,

Om the torrace, Lhe strosphare switches
to Mediterrancan. Sandiill sits in g sheltersd
et vl pareshy gines vary ol Ty gargantisan
Eliphorbia = posteardi John Philkiyes flami
Clhivisine tsrnada White Dagsler: around the
frant porch flos seiviza, Toscs and Tulipa
Merlot under p clipped squaee of Prachato-
e Joswrdned ded. There 18 exquisins
rruning, hoth oo ghe has heside the sleps—
‘Padle tails, Cheisto celed them'—and on
the Japanese wisterin. hoots are traloed
o jut cnt boricontally feom the wall.

6 Everything its owner
writes about is
accomplished here 4

The north-facing rear garden by 5 vlew
ol soft arabie felds and B Soach Downs,
I is w domestie spaoes, housing am cuderly
kitchen garden, & dining terrace, a lown and
Ewn digtinet borders, One is wlmoat eqicely
grasses, recotiutendad by Dan Hinkdey, with
Camassia in betwaen: the othee, a bold sum-
mer punch of fliery rede and dark follage,
auch ws Soambucics Rlack Beauty, Hewohern
Flurn Fudding, Plegssocorpus Mablo and the
estor-oll plant B ofnius commasmda,

Sandhill feels supremely well plunned,
writh & delined home for #ndh plans trpe. M
Alezsmder, howeror, daes not test Tova besn
hwere 18 years; Twunt to cottinue to make it
adifferent place. The beds ngainsl the house
recetidy acguited twe long of fresh anil and
Fosis chogen by Michs el Marriols and the
terrace bonders are under developrsent.

—

Star plants in the woodland garden

Malanthemum racamesum, AGM

A rhizomaboua peranmal =mier 4o Solg
men's Seal, with slkgent siching sterms
&no grysh-gresn lliptical foliage. The
Towers, Nowaver, o0 quite cfferent: fiuify
crearmy Whita atar-burste that sqs deldcl-
ouay franmnt i preters g partsly shaded,
ahetered =pot, an neutral k& soil,
Vary harety, Helght 31t sprear 11t Gin

5 coloiice

White bell-shaped awsrs smaothar thia
hendapme, wigorous shruk b aoring, the
commes neme cf wiich, 'Bladdermt’, s
fom Me large, greenishewhits it Panicks
uf Bioesnim can ba un o Sin kg and smal
of arango bioasom, Tha neme daries
Trom Calciis, B drgdarm of Geoqgi, whane
the buss ara tacitorall presard in
st and salen, 13 by 130

ifex aquifolium Hescombénsia

The nareows, fingy-ootred, glossy laswes
atthis hotly ea lighthy b, responding wel
T pruring ang giving it & refived. cohum-
nar sllhoustta. Steme ara a boautif dark
Furgie, IL i skee-groming, but wil pobant-
sty reach o helghs of JOH. 16E—260 L 104

| experiment ed with & gravel garden,’ saps
Mrs Alesander, "bur i didn’t work,'

B blight is o perpetual prusence and gin
Lrinls pléarnatives: Pittoenorin (Folf Ball
('fost growing, nocds theew cus g vear') and
Elaeergrne Green Hedger, Does she drawr
planting plans when she sets cut? Lirgs go
o paper, bt planting plaes mre in my hesul,
Tstill clack a design firat and thon how well
Ll plorting sels off thet deslgn.”

This architzetural wigion combined wilh
skilled planteranship hos created & garden
full of purpase, Bvervthing its owmes writes

Heplacodivim miconioides, AGM

B and usriyght with derk-gresn foliags,
thig sumrmes-ficwaring dedcuous gt
ig &twish &l wear. Tha flovwnrs are frecrand,
with calyesa tar turm red In autumn, In
winter, Thes e berk b aufiled gray: rawar
branches are ceep crimann. 206 &y 107

Polystichum setiferum Pulcherrimum
B:“iﬂp MH

A ravishig svarcresn far: lsrce-shaped,
gracafully arhing dark areen frords with
SIS oodled in sodi-brmen soalee. The
PinnEs ars nericuarh long and nesrow,
HESGANT Y Arangen i symmatical arcs
e 10 tips, Lows reamtenercs, a must
far ey shacksd bonder, 37 by 3
Fraxinus ornus

The mavra 45h is a aplandid E0esimer n
Wers Alarander's wanderd gardsn, with
2maolh, silver Bark shinlng oul in wieter,
it nas @ cenass, oyl crown of |Usurent
iniage mads from pinnate, rgtle-grasn
lesvas that furm vl o burgunchy in
suturmn, Aboncant white-fowering psdd-
olea sanear i May and ars ightly sosntad,
4OF-50ft In hight and spresd

abul=—th iportance of soale s mEmacy,
ket rimythim anl nevigarion toough a apace,
the decorative structure of kay plants—is
acvommliahed at Sandhill, Studeats, past and
presetit, hexend on the G for inateuciog
4 plart cholos: and desizn iricks. They learn
Vital lethniques, but the chief lesson is Mra
Alexander's unstoppakle eneeey, generosity
and never-ending desine for knovledge .
Srencthill Fare ifouse, PalersTeid, Waat
Swssen, opena i Apeid 25 and 26 fue,
wowchg k) Vsl s rpes roserar el der,
cols wrcemglishgorriemingschool coak




